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WIGAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1904. 


PLATT,  PRINTER,  WIGAN. 


Standish, 


February ,  1905. 


'!  o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wigan  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  past  year. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kind  and  ready  assistance  you  have  always  given 
me  in  any  matter  I  may  have  considered  necessary  to  bring  before  you. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fellow  of  the  British  Institute  of  Public  Health. 
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STATISTICAL 

SUMMARY 

FOR 

1904. 

TABLE  I. 

# 

Acres. 

Population  at 
Census  190 1. 

Estimated  Population 
July  1st,  1904. 

Shevington . 

1728 

1759 

1824 

Wrightington . 

3916 

1868 

1988 

Parbold  . 

1159 

579 

600 

Haigh .  .  . 

2135 

1269 

1389 

Dalton .  .  . 

2104 

480 

CO 

Worthington . 

659 

258 

268 

6213  6506 


TABLE  II. 

Total  Births 
Registered. 

Annual  Birth  Rate 
per  1000  of  Population 

Shevington  . 

3344  . 

Wrightington  . 

.  59 

2967 

Parbold  . 

.  22 

36-66 

Haigh . 

.  38 

27-36 

Dalton  ..  .  . 

.  9 

20-59 

Worthington . 

.  7 

196 

26-11 

TABLE  III. 

r  , 

Total  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Registered. 

per  1000  Population. 

Shevington. . 

.  33 

18-09 

Wrightington  . 

.  33 

16-59 

Parbold  . 

.  5 

8-33 

Haigh . 

.  19 

1367 

Dalton  . 

.  11 

25-17 

Worthington . 

.  3 

1119 

104 
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TABLE  IV. 


Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 


1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

Under 

under 

under 

tinder 

under 

Over 

1  year 

5  years 

15  years 

25  years 

65  years 

65  years 

Total 

Shevington . 

8 

5 

— 

•  •  • 

8 

...  12  ... 

33 

Wrightington . 

9 

7 

1 

3 

5 

8 

33 

Parbold  . 

— 

— 

...  — 

3 

2  ... 

5 

Haigh  . . . 

4 

2 

— 

l 

6 

6 

19 

Dalton  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5  ... 

11 

Worthington . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Total . 

...  24 

15 

1 

4 

...  27 

...  33 

104 

TABLE  Y. 

Cases  of 

Infectious 

Diseases 

Notified. 

Shevington.  W righting  ton.  Parbold. 


Haigli. 


Dalton.  Worthing t 


on. 


Co 

O 

ho 

CS 

Cj 

<s>* 

HO 

o 

CO 

<o 

Co 

£ 

CO 

£ 

co 

o 

co 

£ 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Co 

1-0: 

-40 

* 

HO 

e 

CJ 

*<>>• 

*40 

co 

Ho 

•<S> 

HO 

C 

HO 

Co 

r-q; 

HO 

e 

•<s> 

HO 

C 

CJ 

Ho 

co 

Ho 

HO 

53 

o 

<£. 

* 

Co 

Ho 

HO 

Q 

o 

*<s> 

-40 

co 

"e 

fei 

q 

£ 

q 

£ 

q 

fe; 

q 

q 

^H 

Smallpox . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ... 

— 

— 

...  — 

— 

Scarlatina  .. 

— 

— 

...  7 

l  ... 

l 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

...  2 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

...  — 

i  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Croup  . . 

— 

...  2 

—  ... 

— 

— 

1 

—  ... 

1 

— 

...  — 

— 

Typhus  . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

—  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  . 

— 

— 

...  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

...  — 

— 

Continued  .. 

3 

— 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

—  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

i 

2 

— 

— 

—  ... 

2 

—  ... 

— 

— 

...  2 

— 

Measles  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

~  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  . 

8 

4 

...  13 

2  ... 

l 

—  ... 

8 

—  ... 

1 

— 

4 

1 

Total  Notifications  35. 

Zymotic  Deaths  7. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  population  l-09. 


TABLE  VI. 

Infantile  Deaths. 


Shevington  .  8 

Wrightington  .  9 

Parbold  . — 

Haigh . 4 

Dalton  .  3 

Worthington . — 


Infantile  Death  Hate 
per  1000  Births. 

13M4 
152  54 

105-26 
333  33 


24 
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TABLE  VII.  Causes  of  Death  other  than  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Shpvington. 

Wrightington. 

Parbold, 

Haigh. 

Dalton. 

Worthington. 

Total. 

Phthisis  . 

Tubercular  Affections 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

other  than  Phthisis  1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

3 

6 

— 

8 

2 

1 

20 

Premature  Birth  . 

3 

4 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

9 

Parturition  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Heart  Diseases . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Accidents  . 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

9 

All  other  Diseases  ... 

...  17 

12 

3 

9 

5 

— 

46 

Total . 

...  29 

31 

5 

19 

11 

2 

97 

Estimated  Population.-  —This  is  6,506,  being  an  increase  of  93  over  the  previous  year. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  (196)  is  an  increase  of  17  over  1903. 

The  largest  number  took  place  in  Shevington,  (61),  equal  to  a  rate  of  33.44  per  1000  popula¬ 
tion.  Worthington  has  the  fewest  births  (7),  equal  to  a  rate  of  26.11.  The  lowest  birth-rate  is  at 
Dalton,  i.e.,  20.59. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  is  104,  an  increase  of  11  over  the  previous  year. 

Shevington  and  Wrightington  each  contributed  33,  equal  to  a  rate  of  18.09  for  the  former, 
and  16.59  for  the  latter  districts. 

Parbold  contributed  5  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  8.33.  Haigh  19,  with  a  rate  of  13.67.  Dalton 
11,  with  a  rate  of  25.17,  and  Worthington  3,  with  a  rate  of  11.19. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  notifications  received  were  35,  being  a  decrease  of  44  over  that  of 

1903. 


Shevington  gave  8  cases,  of  which  3  were  Continued  Fever,  and  5  Erysipelas.  Wrightington 
13  cases,  7  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Enteric,  2  Diphtheria  and  Croup,  and  2  Erysipelas.  Parbold,  1  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever.  Haigh,  8  cases,  5  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Croup,  and  2  Erysipelas.  Dalton,  1  case  of 
Croup.  Worthington,  4  cases,  2  each  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  each  District,  with  the  exception  of  Shevington  and 
Dalton.  1  death  from  this  affection  occurred  at  Wrightington. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. — 5  cases  were  notified,  3  in  Wrightington,  and  1  each  in  Haigh  and 
Dalton.  1  death  occurred  at  Wrightington. 

Enteric.- — Only  2  cases  were  notified,  against  8  for  the  previous  year.  Both  cases  occurred 
at  Wrightington,  and  neither  were  fatal. 

Puerperal  Fever. — No  cases  of  this  affection  were  notified. 
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Erysipelas. — There  were  11  cases  notified,  a  decrease  of  2  for  the  previous  year.  5  cases  were 
at  Shevington,  2  at  Wrightington,  2  at  Haigli,  and  2  at  Worthington.  1  case  at  Wrightington  was 
fatal. 


Measles. — Unfortunately,  this  infectious  disease  is  not  included  by  the  Council  as  coming  with¬ 
in  the  diseases  compulsory  notifiable.  4  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause,  3  at  Shevington,  and  1  at 
Worthington.  This  disease  was  more  or  less  epidemic  in  various  portions  of  the  districts,  through¬ 
out  9  months  of  the  year,  and  necessitated  a  considerable  amount  of  school  closure  for  its  extinc¬ 
tion.  The  Schools  closed,  and  the  periods  of  closure  were  as  follows : 


Crooke  School  closed  from 

Bispham  School  ,, 

Broad  ’oth  Lane  Schools  ,, 

Red  Rock  Schools  ,, 

Hunger  Hill  Roman  Catholic  ,, 
Parbold  Roman  Catholic  „ 


March  21st  to  April  L  1th. 
Oct.  17th  to  Nov.  7th. 

Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  21st. 

Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  21st. 

Nov.  2ist  to  Dec.  12tli. 

Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  23rd. 


School  closure  is  the  only  effectual  way  of  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  Measles  amongst  child¬ 
ren,  and  in  my  experience  is  very  effective  in  this  direction. 


Small-pox. — Happily  we  have  been  free  from  this  disease. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  is  exactly  the  same  as  for  1903,  viz.,  5. 

Infantile  Deaths  were  24  in  number,  against  26  in  1903.  Shevington  gave  8,  Wrightington 
9,  Haigh  4,  and  Dalton  3. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  (Zymotic  Enteritis). — No  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease. 

Phthisis. — The  deaths  from  this  affection  were  6  in  number,  as  against  only  1  for  the  previous 

year. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — These  gave  rise  to  20  deaths,  compared  with  19  in  1903. 

Premature  Birth. — 9  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause,  being  the  same  number  as  those  recorded 
in  the  previous  year. 

Accidental  Deaths. — There  was  again  a  large  number  of  these,  viz.,  9,  and  were  as  follows, 
Shevington,  1  drowned,  and  2  the  result  of  falling.  Wrightington,  2  cases  of  drowning.  Parbold, 
1  case  of  drowning.  Haigh,  2  cases  of  drowning,  and  Dalton,  1  killed.  The  latter  case  was  the 
result  of  a  cycle  accident. 
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Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act. — The  measures  have  been  necessary  under  this  Act.  There 
are  sufficient  houses  for  the  requirements  of  the  population,  and  the  same  are  well  built,  and  there 
is  no  overcrowding. 

The  uncovered  privies  and  middens  are  what  necessitate  most  attention,  and  many  of  the  old 
ones  have  been  improved  and  made  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  of  the  Council. 

Drains,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disposal.- — This  is  mostly  by  the  means  of  cesspools,  and  drain¬ 
age,  into  water  courses. 

Excrement  Disposal. — This  is  disposed  of  by  being  used  for  manurial  purposes  on  the  agricul¬ 
tural  land,  of  which  most  of  the  townsliijis  are  made  up,  so  that  there  is  no  dearth  of  space  for  its 
proper  disposal. 

Removal  of  ashpit  refuse  is  carried  out  by  contract,  and  is  well  and  efficiently  done. 

Some  of  the  Appley  Bridge  portion  of  the  township  of  Wrightington  is  provided  with  pails, 
and  most  of  the  grievances  about  emptying  seem  to  apply  mostly  to  these  and  to  the  cesspools. 

Water  Supply. — Shevington,  Appley  Bridge,  portion  of  Wrightington,  Haigh,  and  Parbold, 
have  public  supplies  of  good  quality,  and  which  is  constant. 

During  the  year  the  ITilldale  portion  of  Wrightington  has  been  provided  with  a  constant  sup¬ 
ply  from  the  Parbold  service  reservoir. 

I  believe  that  plenty  of  good  water  does  exist  in  the  township  of  Wrightington,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  a  good  supply  generally  throughout  the  township. 

The  township  of  Dalton  lias  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water,  drawn  from  wells. 

Worthington  has  plenty  of  water  also  from  wells. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  none  in  any  of  the  several  townships. 

Slaughter-Houses.- — There  are  only  two,  and  both  are  inspected,  and  are  in  good  order  and 
well  kept. 

Factories  and  Workshop>s. — There  are  very  few  of  these  in  the  District.  They  are  inspected, 
and  have  been  found  in  sanitary  condition,  being  well  drained,  lighted,  and  ventilated. 

Separate  closet  accommodation  for  the  sexes  is  provided,  and  is  sufficient. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses,  nor  any  home-workers. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. — No  action  has  been  necessary. 
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Annual  Report  to  the  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Standish. 


Number  of  Notices  served  for  the  abatement 
of  Nuisances 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ... 

Number  of  Nuisances  in  abeyance 
Number  of  Legal  Proceedings 
Number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected 
Number  of  Occupants 
Condition  of  Boats 
Number  of  Factories  and  Workshops 

Their  Condition 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No  action  havin. 

Classes  Act. 


28. 

24. 

4. 

None. 

35. 

41  men,  10  women,  2  children. 

In  good  repair,  and  well  and  cleanly  kept. 

One  Corn  Mill,  one  Floorcloth  Works,  one 
Chemical  Works,  and  two  Brickworks. 

All  well  provided  with  Closet  accommodation, 
separate  for  the  sexes,  well  drained,  white¬ 
washed,  lighted,  and  ventilated. 

None. 


been  necessary  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  or  the  Housing  of  the  Working 


I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

William  Bimson, 

Nuisance  Inspector  and  Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats. 


Dr.  Wilson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Holly  House, 

Haigh, 

24th  February,  1905. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  1904. 

The  following  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  all  of  which  have  been  abated. 

Haigh. — Closet  and  ashpit  in  a  dilapidated  condition. 

Quantity  of  ashpit  refuse  found  deposited  on  road. 

House  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition  owing  to  want  of  papering,  etc.,  the 
same  being  also  damp. 

Privy  leaking  and  excreta  flowing  over  surface  of  land. 

Refuse  found  lying  about  a  yard,  instead  of  being  deposited  in  ashpit. 
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Blocked  drain. 

Do.  do. 

Ashpit  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  uncovered,  closet  and  ashpit  in  foul  condition 
— uncovered,  and  floor  covered  with  6  inches  of  water. 

Drain  untrapped. 

Back  of  premises  (Canal  Row)  in  an  insanitary  condition,  owing  to  open  channel  to 
receive  slop  water  not  having  a  uniform  gradient,  and  slop  water  always  lying 
about.  (This  matter  is  to  receive  attention  shortly,  when  sinkstones  are  put 
into  houses). 

Worthington. — Ashpits  in  foul  condition  for  want  of  emptying.  This  has  occurred  several 
times  during  the  year. 

42  Canal  Boats  were  inspected.  All  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition  with  the  exception 
of  one,  which  was  found  to  be  damp  and  leaking ;  this  has  been  remedied.  Also  one  case  where 
there  was  no  certificate  on  board ;  this  has  also  been  remedied. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  G.  CLARK, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


